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DISCOURSE I. 


Delivered in LONDON in 1757. 


EPHESIANS iv. 8, 9. 


© When he aſcended up on high, he led Capti- 
« vity captive, and gave Gifts to men. Now 
& that he aſcended, what is it but that he alſo 
& deſcended firſt into the lower Parts of the 
« Farth ?” 


Have here three Particulars to ſpeak of, and 
they all relate to our Saviour's Aſcenſion, 
which was his laſt and finiſhing Tranſaction 
upon this Earth; for altho' when he expired upon 
the Croſs, he declared his Sufferings were finiſhed, yet 
his Spirit was not inactive after its Diffolution from the 
Body, but was employed the whole Interval of Time that 
paſſed between his Crucifixion and Reſurrection, and when 
the three Days and Nights of his Body's Reſt in the Grave 
were elapſed, it re-entered his wg and he aroſe from the 
dead, and was ſtill engaged forty Days with his Diſciples, 
during which Time he regulated his Family *, conferred 
with them concerning ** the Things pertaining to the 
Kingdom of God“, and promiſed to give them the Holy 
Ghoſt in order to qualify them to be his “ Witneſles 
« in . Jeruſalem, and in all Judæa, and in Samaria, 
c and unto the uttermoſt Parts of the Earth. And when 
<« he had ſpoken theſe Things, he was taken up, and 
his Aſcenſion together with the Triumphal Act that attend- 
ed it is 
I. The firſt Thing now to be handled. 
II. The ſecond is the Redundancy of the Triumphal 
Act of our Saviour at his Aſcenſion. 
III. The third is the Identity of his Perſon. 
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I. As to the fuift of theie, our Saviour on the very 
Morning of his Reſurrection, made his Aſcenſion known, 
faying to Mary Magdalene, and thro' her © to his 
„ Brethren, I aſcend unto my Father and your Father, 
and to my God and your God ||.” This alſo was pre- 
dicted of him in the Ixviiith Pſalm. Our Saviour over- 
came Sin, Death and Hell ; and he aroſe a Victor from 
the Grave ; and he aſcended in triumph to his heavenly 
Kingdom. 

What an univerſal Benefactor the World then Joſt ! 
What a ſpcedy, diligent and ſucceſsful Healer were the 
Sick, the Lead, the Maim'd, the Lame, the Blind, the 
Lepers, the Paralytics, the Lunatics, the Demoniacs 
and tlie Hydropics bereaved of! How were thoſe nume- 
rous Auditories that attended his public Miniſtry then in 
Want of an Evangelical Teacher! And what a faithful 
Paſtor was his Congregation of “ above five hundred Bre- 
© thren * at once deſtitute of! What a tender Paterta- 
milias was his own elect Family +, which alſo included 
his Apoſtles and ſeventyDiſciples, ftript of! What an elenC- 
tic, - peremptory and deciſive Apologiſt were they then 
vacated of, one who had perpetually vindicated and extri- 
cated them from the Falſities, 8 and capri- 
cious Queſtions of the Antagoniſts! And how did 
that little Family at Bethany 4 where he conſtantly 
lodged while he reſided in Judæa, and preached in the 
Temple at Jeruſalem miſs him ! How unkward were 
thoſe at Emmaus, where after expounding the Scripture to 


them on the Road in ſuch a Manner that their Hearts 


burn'd at hearing him, at their Requeſt He entered the Houſe, 
made himſelf known to them by breaking Bread, and then 
diſappeared on the very Evening of his Reſurrection ! And 
how dear a Gueſt was that other Family & at Capernaum 
where he continuaily abode while he ſojourned in Galilee de- 
prived of! Undoubtedly the Impreſſion his Abſence made upon 
their Hearts roſe in Proportion to the Felicity they had en- 
joyed in his Preſence, and the painful Senſation of his De- 
parture was moſt experienced by his cloſeſt Intimates, and 
that Concern could eafily have cauſed them much Grief 
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and excited in them many perplexing and anxious Thoughts, 
which yet our Saviour in his laſt Diſcourſe to them had 
beforchand cautiouſly prevented, ſaying to them, “If ye 
loved me, ye would rejoice, becauſe 1 ſaid, I go unto 
the Father; for my Father is greater than I. John xiv. 28.” 
Since therefore his Reaſcenſion to his heavenly Father was 
to his eternal Exaltation and Emolument, his Lovers 
ſhould not grieve but rejoice thereat. 

This alſo our Saviour afterwards declared ſaying, 
«© Becauſe I have ſaid theſe Things unto you, Sorrow hath 
* filled your Heart. Nevertheleſs, I tell you the Truth; 
< 1t is expedient ſor you that I go away: for if I go not 
* away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I 
depart, I will ſend him unto you. Ch. xvi. 6, 7.“ 
Herein our Saviour promiſed them the Holy Sprrit 
to ſupply his Place during his Re-aflumption into Hea- 
ven, which Promiſe he has ſince fulfilled; and the 
ſame Holy Ghoſt ftill compenſates the Want of his 
bodily Preſence, till he returns and viſibly appears again 
to the compleat Joy of all who long for his ſecond Coming. 
Yea, the Comforter will likewiſe “ abide with his Fol- 
% lowers for ever,” according to our Saviour's own 
Words, John xiv. 16. Accordingly the Apoſtles after his 
Aſcenſion “ worſhipped him, and returned to Jeruſalem 
with great Joy.” Luke xxiv. 52. 

The Trophies that graced his Triumph were thoſe 
Captives whom he releaſed from Captivity, and led up to 
his Father's Kingdom as the Reward of his Labour, and 
the Spoils of his Victory. "This is expreſſed by Paul in 
theſe Words, He captivated Captivity +. It is deliver- 
ed in the Abſtract, and fo denotes both the prodigious 
Number of Captives whom our Saviour freed, and alſo the 
deplorable Depth of Slavery he freed them from. In this 
Work he was engaged ſrom the Time of his Death to the 
Time of his Reſurrection; for tho' his Body lay dead in 
in the Sepulchre, „bis Spirit went and preached unto the 
ce Spirits in Priſon, which ſometime were diſobedient, when 
cc once the Long-ſuffering of God waited in the Days of 
« Noah t.“ They had been preached to by Noah 129 
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Years together to no Purpoſe, and had been impriſoned for 
their Unbelict all the Time from the Deluge to our Savi- 
our's Crucifixion. Noah was the only Patriarch of that 
Age, and he preached as an Ordinariate, and all the Power 
and Energy of the Holy Ghoſt attended his Doctrine 
which was ſuitable to that Stand, yet he only gained his 
own Family, and all the reſt periſhed. 

But our Saviour preached as an Extraordinariate and as 
an Archœcumenicus, and therefore a ſuperior Efficacy at- 
tended his Miniitry, and crowned his Labour with Suc- 
ceſs : When therefore he approached the Priſoners, and 
evangelized them, they felt a powerful Conviftion accom- 
panying his Word which they had never before expe- 
rienced, whereupon all thoſe who embraced him as their 
Saviour were releaſed from their Impriſonment, and fol- 
lowed him in his Return to his eternal Throne. "Thus a 
numerous Retinue went up with him, who were the Ef- 
fects of his Conqueſt, and evidenced him to have captivat- 
ed them by his Grace, and demonſtrated him to have been 
their glorious Conqueror, and the moſt juſt and worthy 
Triumpher in their Salvation. 

Thus our Lord continued active to the laſt, as He did 
alſo in his Dealings with his Apoſtles ; for after He had 
kept the laſt archœcumenic ſynodic Conference with them 
in Jeruſalem, He led them out of the City to that Part of 
the Mount of Olives next to Bethany, where lifting up his 
Hands over them He bleſſed them, and in that tory lawalo 
Action He withdrew from them, entered into the Cloud, 
and aſcended far above all Heavens, and retook that Place 
at his Father's right Hand from whence He formerly de- 
ſcended. + 


II. I am next to ſpeak of the Redundancy of the Tri- 
umphal Act of our Saviour at his Aſcenſion. When our 
Saviour aſcended, he as a. triumphant Victor diſtributed 
Gifts, He gave Apoſtles, Prophets, Evangeliſts, Paſ- 
c tors and Teachers, Verſe 11.” Theſe he diſperſed as 
ſo many Medals on whom his Image was ſtamp'd, that 
they might convey the Knowledge of him over the Face of 
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the whole Earth, and continue his Remembrance among 
his People till his fecond Coming. And theſe illuſtrious 
Coins, theſe ſpecial zapiouals have bath by their Labours 
and Writings perpetuated the Commemoration of his In- 
carnation, Birth, Life, Crucifixion, Reſurrection Aſcen- 
ſion, and Interceſſion even to this preſent Day. 

Yet our Saviour the more to ſignalize his remarkable 
Conqueſt and triumphant Aſcenſion did alſo ſcatter his 
Gifts among Men promiſcuouſly, and did impart them to 
them without any Reſpect to their Excellency, Worthineſs 
and Deſert ; thus the Writer of this Epiſtle 8 „He 
« gave Gifts to Men.“ And this ſuperabundant Liberality 
of our Saviour was alſo propheſied of him by the Pſalmiſt 
ſaying, Thou haſt received Gifts for Men, yea for the 
rebellious alſo, that the Lord God might dwell among 
them .” This exceeding great goodneſs of our Saviour in 
beſtowing his Gifts on Men as Men was intended by him 
for their Converſion and Salvation, and therefore when any 
who have poſſeſſed wonderful Talents + are difowned by 
him, it is their own Fault; yet his Children ought to make 
fo much the more bleſt Uſe of his Endowments. 

When indeed any enjoy ſpecial and ſingular xaziopala, 
it is as Paul here declares, „for the edifying of the 
5 Bady of Gariſt,” Verſe 12. and of ſuch our Saviour 
expects a ſuitable Improvement, that when he comes he 
may receive “ his own with Ufury {”. Wherefore no ane 
ought to grudge or envy thoſe who have the moſt real Ta- 
lents and the moſt peculiar Auala, ſince the greateſt Pre. 
ſents were made by our Saviour according to his own Will, 
and were beſtowed by him out of the Fulneſs of his Heart 
as a Redundancy of his Triumphal Act at his Aſcenſion. 


Beſides alſo thoſe who receive the greateſt Gitts and En- 


dowments from him are moſt accountable to him for the 
Uſe of them, according to his own Words, Luke xii, 48. 
« Unto whomſoever much is given, of him ſhall be much 
6 required,” | 

Thoſe wha are inyeſted with the chiefeſt AH and 
uſefulleſt Eg ought to cleave cloſeſt to our Saviour; 
they ſhould ſtill continue ſo ſenſible of their Deficiencies, 
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Unattainments and Imperfections, as to lie as poor Sinners 
at the Feet of ſeſus, and poſſeſs their whole Salvation in 
his Perſon. All Gifts and Graces come from and lead to 
the Saviour, and when the Perſons who are arrayed and 
qualified with them look not ſo much at the Gift as at 
the Giver, but are more attached to the Donor than to the 
Donation, then is our Saviour's Scope and Aim fulfilled in 
beſtowing his gracious Benefices; and ſuch chariſmatical 
Servants are Bleflings to his Eccleſiola. 


III. The Identity of his Perſon is repreſented by Paul 
in theſe Words, „Now that he aſcended, what is it but 
* that he alſo deſcended firſt into the lower Parts of the 
« Earth?” And then he adds in the following Verſe, „He 
« that deſcended is the ſame alſo that aſcended up far 
« above all Heavens, that he might fill all Things.” 1 
will not puzzle you with metaphyſical Diſquiſitions con- 
cerning perſonal Ldentity and what it is which conſtitutes 
perſonal Diſtinction; ſince we have a ſurer and conciſer 
Method of being aſſured of the Identity of our Saviour's 
Perſon ; his Crof?'s Signatures arc his indelible Characters ; 
the Wounds in his Hands, Feet and Side are the Marks 
whereby He is known. Accordingly when, He appeared 
to his Diſciples on the Day of tis Kefiirretion; He ſhew- 
ed them © his Hands, Feet and Side *, as the infallible 
Tokens of his being the ſame Perſon who was crucihed, 
whereof alſo he eight Days after gave "Thomas a ſpe- 
cial Conviction, challenging him * to put his Finger into 
ce the Prints of the Nails in his Hands, and to thruſt his 
« Hand into his Side.” And theſe are the Marks whereby 
he is ſtill known to his Brethren, on whom he hath alſo 
pronounced a Blefling, becauſe ** they have not ſeen, and 
<« yet have believed.“ | 

Altho' you fee not our Saviour with your bodily Eyes, 
yet you can come as near to him as Thomas; you may in 
Spirit ſee, feel and handle his Wounds ; you muſt thruſt 
your Fingers into his Nail-prints and your Hands into his 
Side, and ſo familiarize theſe Characteriſtics unto you, 
that at his ſecond Appearance, when he ſhews theſe 
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Marks, you may be aſſured he is the ſame Jeſus who dicd 
for you on the Croſs, 

That our Saviour has ſince his Aſcenſion been ſeen by 
Stephen, Paul and John is an Evidence of his domeſtic 
Love and Familiarity, whereinto each Believer ought to 
inſinuate himſelf for his own Happineſs, fince in this Con- 
nexion no one is preferred for his own Merits; but it de- 
pends entirely on the free Grace and Good-will of our Savi- 
our, who alſo frequently chooſes the moſt worthleſs and un- 
deſerving Individuals to be his neareſt Aſſociates and cloſeſt 
Confidents. We are nevertheleſs aſcertained that the very 
fame Jeſus” + cloathed with Humanity, poſſeſſed of Divi- 
nity, veiled in a human Body, Soul and Spirit, wearing the 
Marks of the Wounds he received on the Croſs, and eſpe- 
cially diſplaying his Side's Wound as the invariable Cha- 
raCteriſtic of the Identity of his Perſon will * fo come 
* in like Manner as he was ſeen by his Apoſtles go into 
« Heaven,” and will then give-himlelf to be kiſſed and em- 
braced by his Intimates, and will accept the Salutations 
and receive the Greetings of his domeſtic Relations, 
Wherefore we ſhould now fo acquaint ourſelves with him, 
and inure ourſelves to his Wounds, that when he comes 
we may know him at firſt Sight, and converſe with him moſt 
familiarly. Yea, we ſhould be ſuch Practitioners in con- 
verſing with him, that no Scholar ſhould be more verſed 
in his Books, no Artiſan in this City more expert in his 
Occupation than we are in our Approximations and Inter- 
courſes with him. Then will every Interview with him in 


Spirit be a Grace, till we behold him bodily; Our Con- 


nexion with him will be a Stand, and our Communion 
with him will become a new Nature, whoſe chief Gra- 
tification and Felicity is © his ſecond Appearance without 
Sin unto Salvation. Heb. ix. 28.“ 
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DISCOURSE II. 


Delivered the ſame Year at Ross Goc in 
/ RADNOR$SHIRE, SOUTH- WALES. 


LUKE xv. 20. 


When he was yet a great Way off, his Father 
* {aw him, and had Compaſſion, and ran, and 
„fell on his Neck, and kiſſed him.” 


IN the Holy Scripture our Saviour's Love to Sinners is 

variouſly repreſented, and Jefus the Friend of Sinners 
is characterized in divers Inſtances ; and yet in none of them 
is the Tenderneſs and Affection wherewith he receives them 
more eminently and notably exhibited than in this Example 
of the Prodigal returning to his Father. 

Our dear Saviour is indeed “ the Father of Spirits *” 
veiled in Fleſh, who, tho' they are fallen from him, do 
yet no ſooner come to him than he receives them with the 
moſt paternal Love and the moſt cordial Affection. And fo 
many are the Beauties of this remarkable Example that if 
I particularized them all, they would afford Matter for a 
Multitude of Diſcourſes, which if written would fill many 
Volumes. | 

The Text I have read to you furniſhes me with the 
three following Particulars, 


I. The prodigious Diſtance whereto the Prodigal had 

ſtrayed from his 3 
II. The gracious Reception he met with on his Return, 
III. The pardoning Kits his Father gave him. 
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I. As to the prodigious Diſtance whereto the Prodigal 
had ſtrayed from his Father, we are told in the thirteenth 
Verſe of this Chapter that he“ took his Journey into 
a far Country,” and in the Text that he was a great 
„% Way off,“ a rg ce great Way off” indeed; he wan- 


dered to ſo great a Diſtance from his Father, and was at 
ſuch an immenfe Elongation from him, that he never 
thought of returning till he was reduced to the utmoſt Ex- 
tremity, and the very Exigence of his Condition con- 
{trained him to come home again. 

Men's Diſtance from God is the Cauſe of all their Mis 
fery. When Adam had eaten the forbidden Fruit he fled 
from his Maker, „ and hid himſelf,” Gen. iii. 10. And 
this is both the Propenſity and Practice of the fallen Raco 
at this Day ; they run away from their Creator, that they 
may do their own Wills, and indulge their own Iuclinations, 
and gratify their own Appetites. This Alienation from 
God and Eftrangement from him is the Source of all 
the Sin and Wickedneſs that is in the World; yea “ the 
te whole World lieth in Wickedneſs,“ 1 John v. 19. ſince it 
deviated from God, and rov'd to a vaſt Diſtance from him. 

This Eſtrangement from God is the Cauſe of the finful 
Contagion and Ruin of the Bod „which being itſelf vitiated 
taints and infects the Soul likewiſe ; the earthen V eflel preſſes 
down the Soul, and furiouſly ſubdues and captivates it, fo 
that carnal People who give way to their bodily Motions, 
Affections and Inclinations, and are led hy them, are hur- 
ried into all Manner of ſenſual Gratifications and Indul- 
gencies, and “ fall into Temptation and a Snare, and into 


* many fooliſh and hurtful Luſts, which drown Men in 


6 Deſtruction and Perdition “. 

Yea, the Soul herſelf alſo is radically deprav'd and eſſen- 
tially invenom'd by her Diſunion from God, fo that ſhe 
is the Seat of Defilement in the human Compo- 
ſition ; even the Soul of an Infant ſince the lapſe of the 
Protaplaſts is no more born as a Tabula raſa, nor is that 
Sayingof an Orator * Homines nec boninequ2; mali naſcun- 
tur” true; but every Soul is originally diſordered and ſpoil'd. 
Conſonant to this Principle our Saviour himſelf has ſpe- 
cified the Soul as the moving Force which accelerates the 
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Body to the Practice of Voluptuouſneſs, Intemperance and 
Luxury, + The Body is the Machine which the Soul 
actuates and directs to perpetrate its Deſires, ſo that the 
ox; "AroetP as Paul þ ſtiles him, the Man whoſe Soul 
is unconverted is by the Darkneſs of his Underſtanding, 
the Prepoſterouineſs of his Will and the Diſconcertedneſs of 
his Faculties and mental Properties embarraſs'd with 
Evil and overwhelm'd therewith. The Body alſo reci- 
procally embroils and overpowers the Soul, and thus they 
mutually infeſt and entangle each other in Iniquity. Yet 
as Sin at its Entrance into the World came in by the De- 
fire Hof the Soul, ſo the Soul is the Cauſe of every ſub- 
ſequent Tranſgreſhon. 

But here the Heart, as our Saviour denominates it, is alſo 
to be taken Notice of ; the Spirit of Man is ruined by its 
Diſcommunion with God, and is become the principal 
Source of all Sorts of Wickedneſs. For from within, 
faith our Lord ||, out of the Heart of Men proceed evil 
« Thoughts, Adulteries, Fornications, Murders, Thefts, 
« Covetouſneſs, Wickedneſs, Deceit, Laſciviouſneſs, an 
« evil Eye, Blaſphemy, Pride, Fooliſhneſs : All theſe 
« evil Things come from within, and defile the Man.“ 
The Heart of every natural Man is hard and inſenſible of 
divine Things, and is as dead thereto as a Stone: Nothin 
can penetrate and pervade it. When therefore the Holy 
Ghoſt, who is the Mother of all new- born Hearts and the 
Regenerator of bleſſed Spirits, begets a Perſon anew in 
Chriſt Jeſus, he takes away the ſtony Heart, and ejects the 
wicked Spirit according to his Promiſe, Ezek. xxxvi. 26. 
where he hath ſaid, A new Heart alſo will I give you, 
“ and a new Spirit will I put within you, and I will take 
away the ſtony Heart out of your Fleſh, and I will give 
« you an Heart of Fleſh.” 

The Sinfulneſs of Mens Lives and Actions, the Hard- 
neſs and Inſenſibility of their Hearts, the Confuſion, 1. * 
and Diſquietude of their A the Idleneſs and Dif- 
order of their Words and the Iniquity of their Actions 
are all the Effects of their having roam'd from their Fa- 
ther's Houſe, and of their being immenſely diſtanc'd from 
him. From hence it comes to paſs that People live without 
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( 13. ) 
God in the World in all Manner of Riot and Exceſs, 
committing Sin with Greedineſs, following the Courſe of 
their own blind Affections, and executing the wild and ex- 
travagant Impulſes of their own unruly Paſſions. The evil 
Deſires are never fatisfied ; but ſinful Luſts by _ pam- 
{ 


per'd only gain more Strength and become more boiſterous, 
ſo that they more imperiouſly enſlave thoſe who are carried 
away by them, domincer over them more tyrannouſly, and 
precipitate them into groſſer Enormities and more pernicious 
Exorbitancies. 

This is the miſerable and dangerous Situation of Man- 
kind in their State of Exile and Deſertion from God, the 
original Occaſion whereof is their apoſtatizing from their 
Creator and revolting from him. Our Saviour very well 
knew this, and therefore when he was upon Earth he 
looked with an Eye of Pity and Compaſhon upon the hu- 
man Species; and when he was pleas'd to favour us with 
his Sentiments upon this Topic, he declared concerning 
this World, that“ the Works thereof are evil.“ John vii. 7. 
And when he characterized Men in their natural Condition, 
he denominated them “ Wolves, Dogs, Swine, Goats, 
% Foxes, Vipers, Serpents and Devils.” * "The Apoſtles 
allo his immediate Followers decypher Worldlings in the 
ſame Characters, ſtiling them * Beaſts, Brute-Beaits, 
«© Evil Beaſts, grievous Wolves, Dogs, Swine and De- 
cc vils;” + all which Appellations ſpecity the total Degene- 
racy and utter Abalienation of the human Creatures from 
their Creator, and their diametrical Oppoſition to him ; in- 
ſomuch that they are become abſolute Renegadoes and Kun- 
aways, who are, run to ſuch a huge Diſtance, and have 
made ſuch large Excurſions that they are arriv'd to an im- 
meaſurable Longitude from him. Wheretore alſo their 
Return to him would have been an utter Impoſſibility, and 
their Recovery abſolutely impracticable ; the Way of Acceſs 
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to him would have been quite inacceſſible, but he has him 
ſelf ſtept over the vaſt Chaſm ; our dear Creator has taken 
Fleſh, and has travers'd the vaſt Diſtance between Heaven 
and Earth in ſearch of his vagabond Creatures ; he has been 
upon Earth in Queſt of loſt Sinnexs ; he has been a Man in 
this World on Purpoſe to ſeek and fave ſtraggling and pe- 
riſhing Men, and has been ſlain in the Purſuit of them; 
he has been ſuſpended upon the Croſs for poor prodigal 
Wretches ; he has been crucihed in their Stead, and has 
been wounded to Death in their behalf, that he might re- 
gain them as his own Property, and bring them who have 
gone aſtray from him into a domeſtic Nearneſs and indiſ- 
ſoluble Union with himſelf. 

The Magnetiſm of our Saviour's Wounds could of itſelf 
attract, and the Beauties of his Sufferings could effectually 
influence Sinners to turn to Him; yet Mankind are ſo far 
gone from God and ſo far ſunk in Corruption, that they 
do not come to the Saviour without being drove by Neceſ- 
ſity and compell'd by Terror. Yet fo gracious and loving 
a Saviour is Jeſus that He does not reject thoſe who come 
to Him merely out of Diſtreſs, but He readily accepts them. 

Ye alſo were ſometime a great way off, ye have wandered 
in this World as in a far Country, and have ſtraggl'd to an 
exceeding great Diſtance from your Heavenly Father, How 
long have you like Swine wallowed in the Mire of Sin and 
Pollution? How long have you fed on the Huſks of worldly 
Trifles and Vanities? How often have you refuſed to come 
to our Saviour, when he drew you “ with the Cords of 
<« Love?”* Yea, would you ever have bethought yourſelves 
of coming to the Saviour at all, if you had not been forced 
by your ſpiritual Woe and Want, and terrified by the Ap- 
prehenſions of Death and future Miſery? Yet you have 
not ſinned beyond the Reach of our Saviour's Mercy, you 
are till within the Limits of his Grace; and he has ſo 
long ſpared you and had Patience with you on Purpoſe that 
he might ſave you, and that you might come to him, and 
be paternally received and embraced by him. And this is 
the ſecond Particular to be ſpoken of, Bs 

IT. The gracious Reception the Prodigal met with on 
his Return. And this was far beyond his Expectation; for 
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when he ſaw he had deſerted his Father, „ waſted his Sub. 
<« {tance with riotous living, and had fo far loſt all ſenſe 
of filial Relation and Obligation that he was now returning 
to his Father _— out of Need and Indigence, he then 
quitted all hope of being look'd upon as a Son and Heir, 
and was willing to be accepted as © Hired Servant, and 
to be uſed as a Day-labourer. In this Senſation of Heart 
« he aroſe and came to his Father.” But he had no ſooner 


turned his Face towards his Father, but his Father ran and 


met him more than half way, yea more than three Quar- 
ters of the Way; as ſoon as he directed his Courſe towards 
his Father's Houſe his Father ſkipp'd over all the reſt of 
the Way, and came to him. | 

Our Saviour like a Roe or a young Hart upon the 
Mountains of Spaces 4” purſued after you, he ſkipp'd 
over Mountains of Difficulty to ſave you; and fo great a 
W ay did he run to overtake you and make you happy, that 
he leap'd from his Father's Throne into a Manger, He 
abandoned the eternal Glories of his Godhead, and put on 
a Body of Fleſh and Blood for your Redemption ; yea, he 
ran through the Courſe of this miſerable Lite, and ran into 
the Pangs and Pains of Death for your eternal Salvation. 
This Race did the Saviour run to fetch you home to Him- 
ſelf and to introduce you into his Father's Houſe. 

It is the common Effect of natural Affection and Con- 
ſanguinity when a Father, whoſe Son has neither forſook 
his Perſon nor waſted his Subſtance, but has kept his 
Commandments, and abode in his Houſe, feels an Emotion 
of Love and Sympathy, when he ſees his Son in Diſtreſs, 


and meditates and accompliſhes his Relief. But it is the 


fingular and eſpecial Property of our Saviour, that he as a 
loving and tender Parent fympathizes with the igno- 
cc rant, and thoſe who are out of the way. 1 He has 
| on thofe who have forſaken him, waſted his 
Subſtance and violated his Precepts. Therefore his Bowels 
yearn towards you, and although you have hitherto behaved 
undutifully and rebellioufly, yet he fo loves you, that he 
longs to embrace you; and he will forgive and f all 
your paſt Miſdemeanours ; and as the 288 "ather 
never once exprobrated him with his manitald 
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neither will our Saviour ever upbraid you with your former 
Sins and Follies, but will reinſtate you in his Favour with 
the uttermoſt Joy and Complacency. 

Our Saviour declares that He and the Holy Ghoſt * re- 
5 joice over every Sinner that repenteth,” ver. 6, 9 and 
Io, and in the 25th verſe of this Chapter He expreſſes his 
Joy by « Symphony and Choirsò“ ſinging. It is an unſpeak- 
able Grack that our Saviour receives Sinners of the Gen- 
tiles as gratuitouſly as He does his own People the Jews, and 
makes them Partakers of the ſame Bleſſings with the happy 
Hebrews. And thus he reinitiates every individual Offender 
that returns to him into his Father's Houſe with all the Ex- 
preſſions of Exultation and Gladneſs. 
III. The pardoning Kiſs the Prodigal's Father gave him 
is the next Thing to be ſpoken of, * He fell on his Neck 
& and kiſſed him.” The Behaviour of Joſeph to his 
Brethren is an eſpecial Inſtance of Love, notwithſtanding 
they had been difficultly prevail'd upon not to ſlay him, and 
had actually “ fold him to the Iſhmaelites,“ yet when they 


came to him in Want of Suſtenance and famiſhing with, 


Hunger, * his Bowels did yearn,” and © he could not 
refrain himſelf,” but * made himſelf known to his Bre- 


* thren, and he fell upon his Brother Benjamin's Neck, 


and wept, and then he kiſs'd all his Brethren, and 
„ wept” Tears of Love “ upon them. ||” Thus he with 
a Kiſs pardoned all their paſt Barbarity and hard Hearted- 
neſs to him, acknowledged them his Brethren, and re- 


_ ceived them with a moſt fraternal, yea, even with a pa- 
ternal Compaſſion and Tenderneſs, and chearfully own'd, 
the Grace of © God had ſent him thither to ſave their 
Lives.*” This is but a very diſtant and imperfect Re- 
temblance of our Saviour's Love to returning Sinners; for. 
this was the Love of one creature to another, whereas our Sa- 


viour's Love to Souls is the Love of the Creator to the Crea- 


fure, the Love of God to Man, the Love of the Saviour 


to ſinful Man. 


Since therefore the Son of God has come ſo far from his 
Father's Throne to meet us that he has ſtept over the. 


whole Space between Heaven and Earth, and is arrived ſo 


near us that he- has put on human Nature on Purpoſe to 
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kiſs and greet us in ourLikeneſs and Similitude, how inex- 
preſſible is his Love towards us] And how ſhould his gra- 
cious Condeſcenſion conſtrain every Heart to accept his tender 
Salutations! Yea, how ſpeedily ſhould every one return to 
Him, who has taken ſuch a long Journey to fetch them home 
to Himſelf ! Return to Him therefore ye vagrant Sinners, 
come ye Stragglers and Runagates to 8 your Saviour, 
and find yourHouſe and Home in his Arms and Heart: reſort 
to his Croſs all ye who have long rang'd abroad and wan- 
der'd at large, and rambled at random in the Wilderneſs of 
this World: addreſs yourſelves to him as poor Prodigals 
who have ſpent all their Subſtance ; apply to him as 
ſpendthrifts who have impoveriſh'd themſelves by their 


own Extravagance, and make his Croſs your Abode and 


his Wounds your cternal Habitations. 

Our Saviour will have you for Himſelf, He calls you to 
Him, and will gather you into his Boſom : He will forgive 
all your paſt Nolition and Refuſal of turning to Him; He 
will blot out all your former Unwillingneſs and Denial in 
his Blood, and admit you to his neareſt Embraces and Fa- 
.miliarities. Surrender yourſelves to Him therefore, and he 
will receive you with the moſt cordial Enamouredneſs, and 
make you his willing People. 

Neither let the vaſt Lengths to which you have wan- 
der'd from him diſcourage and diſhearten you from coming 
home to him again: He pities and ſympathizes with you 
at your utmoſt Extremities, and though you have expatiated 
from Him to the greateſt Latitude, yet he longs to have you 
home again ; the Door of his pierc'd Heart ſtands open to 
give you Entrance, and his Arms which were ſtretch'd out 
upon the Croſs are ready to environ and encloſe you for 
ever. He will forgive your paſt Errors and Extravaſationsz 
He will pardon all your Neglect of him in Time paſt, and 
will abſolve you from all your Offences and Miſpriſions; 
He will waſh you from all your Sins in his Blood, and ac- 
quit you from all Crimes in Thought, Word and Deed, 
and reckon you among his deareſt Conhdents, and take you 
into an_irrefragable Cloſeneſs to Himſelf, and eternally fix 
you in an inſeparable domeſtic Union with Him. | 

Our Saviour's Heart burns with Love towards you, He 
is ready to fall on your Necks, and to kiſs away all your 


Sinus and Ttanſyrefions ; he longs to impart the Kiſs of 
O Ablo- 
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Abſolution to you: He would gladly ſave you, and will 
even rejoice in your eternal Welfare. Accept therefore a 
Kiſs from thoſe dear Lips of his which grew pale, lan- 
guiſh'd and breath'd out Forgiveneſs with their laſt Breath 
upon the Croſs for you: give him his Hearts Joy in be- 
coming his, that he may * be merry and glad” * at your 
Recovery, that he may = OF you with the “ beſt Robe” 
of his own Righteoufneſs, and may pronounce you * alive” 
and „found“ in him, and may keep you “ ſafe” and 
« ſound ” in his Houſe and in his Father's Family for ever. 


DISCOURSE III. 


Delivered at Briſtol in 1758, on Hebr, ii. g. 
But we ſee Jeſus, who was made a little lower 


than the Angels, for the Suffering of Death, 
crowned with Glory and Honour. 


1 N this Epiſtle to the Hebrews the Perſonality of our Sa- 
viour is peculiarly ſet forth, and He is herein deſcribed 
as the Prophet, Prieff and King of his People, whoſe Sal- 
vation properly conſiſts in being inſtructed in and united to 
his Perſon ; wherefore He is exhibited as the true Meſſias 
from the Beginning to the End of this Letter: and ſince 
among his moſt remarkable Tranſactions his Incarnation 
and his Crucifixion are two of the moſt important that re- 
late to his Meſſiahſhip, and wherein his Children are moſt 
intimately intereſted, theſe are both delivered in the Text 
which has been read to you, wherein alſo the Benefit and 
Property that accrues to our Saviour thereby is ſpecified. 
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"Theſe are the main Subjects treated of in this Writing to 
the Jews; and ſince Jeſus is alſo the Saviour of the Gen- 
tiles, ea ch convicted Sinner of both Sorts ought to ſeek 
and find his Salvation in Him. Accordingly in this Diſ- 
courſe are three Particulars to be ſpoken ot, 

I. Our Saviour's overlooking the Nature of Angels, and 
taking upon Him the human Nature, 

II. The End for which He took human Nature on Him, 
the Sufering of Death. | 

III. The Reward which He by both theſe obtained. 


I. As to the firſt of theſe, if our Saviour had reſpected 
the Worth, Excellency, Underſtanding, Ability and Capa- 
Cities of the Creatures whoſe Nature He was to take upon 
Him, then certainly He would have aſſumed the angelical 
preferably to the human; but ſince He ſought for no Mo- 
tive out of Himſelf for becoming a Man, his own free 
Love was the Cauſe of his taking a Creature's Nature upon 
Him, and his own free Choice was the Cauſe of his Inhu- 
manation : hence it is that He is not yet accepted of Angels, 
but He is accepted of Abraham's Seed, ver. 16. * 

Yea, ſuch was our Saviour's Condeſcenſion that He aſ- 
ſum'd the miſerable, wretched, frail, ruin'd and mortal Na- 
ture of Man; He did not fear to inſinuate Himſelf into the 
fallen Nature, and to bear the innocent Infirmities thereof. 
Indeed it is a Truth above all human Wiſdom and Com- 
prehenſion, that our Saviour would prefer the lower before 
the higher, and put on the human Nature before the ange- 
lic; yet ſuch was the Paroxyſm of Love which raptur'd 
Him at the Time of his Incarnation, that He choſe to be 
a weak, frail and ignoble Man rather than a tranſcendently 


. glorious Spirit; accordingly He was made a little lower than 


the Angels, and became a poor, deſpis'd, afflicted Man: He 
was born in a little City, brought forth at an Inn, and 


ſwath'd and laid in a Manger. 


He came into the World not with the Grandeur of an 
Etmperor nor with the Statelineſs of a Prince, but (tho” 
deſcended from Kings originally) was however derivatively 
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born of ordinary Parentage, being as a Lamb yean'd of a 
jewiſh Maid, {wadled and laid in a Cratch amidſt the 
Beaſts. So low did He ſtoop, ſo far did he condeſcend to 
ſave Sinners, that He preterr'd the human Nature to the 
angelic, the Manger to the Throne, and the worthleſs 
Humanity to the great and glorious Divinity, 

By this exceeding great Humtliation our Saviour is be- 
come the Proprietor of the whole human Race, infomuch 
that every human Creature is entitI'd to look upon Him as 
his Creator and Redeemer ; and every Man born into this 
World ought to own the Infant Jeſus to be his Lord and 
God. Henceſorth therefore you muſt reſpe& the Child 
born in Bethlehem and laid in a Manger as both your Ma- 
ker und Saviour; you mult give the Babe Room in your 
Hearts, and receive Him in your Arms, and ſolace your- 
ſelves with Him as the Cauſe of your Happineſs and the 
only Author of your Salvation. 
 Tho' you do not ſee Him bodily, yet you may in Spirit 
come as near to Him as the Shepherds, and love and em- 
brace Him cloath'd in Fleſh, become an Infant of Days 

and lying in a Manger for your eternal Welfare; with this 

Child you ought to delight yourſelves continually, and to 
be happy in Him from Dy to Day. | | 

II. The End for which He took human Nature on Him 
was the Suffermg of Death. Our Saviour's Incarnation 
and Crucifixion are fo co-join'd that. both of them are 
weighty Bleſſings to his People; Bethlehem and Calvary 
are nearly connected together: Our Saviour was born to 
ſuffer, and from the Beginning of his Life to the End He 
endured Griets and Afflictions. He underwent all the 
Difficulties, Hardſhips and Inconveniencies of this preſent 
Life, and He is the only King who can juſtly fay to his 
Subjects, I have endur'd Want and Neceſlity ; I have 
<« gone thro' Cold and Hunger, Diſtreſs and Need; I 
„have experienc'd all the heavy Circumſtances of human 
& Life; I am acquainted with all Sorrows and Pains and 
* Griefs for you: I know all your Troubles aud Annoy- 
c ances from firſt to laſt: I am a l orm and no Man; a Re- 
” N of Men, and deſpiſed of the People. Pſ, xxii. b. 
„ have endur'd Watchings, Faſtings, Tears and Temp- 

| | | * tations 


( 21 ) 
< tations on your Account; I have felt bodily Smart, 
« Trouble of Soul and Vexation of Spirit from the Man- 
5 ger to the Croſs for your eternal Well-being and Feli- 
eie.“ 

This is our Saviour's Heart's Language to you; for H 
knows all your Heavineſſes and Incommodities not only by 
his Deity, whereby allo He knows all Things; but He has 
been a Man on Purpoſe that He mi ght experimentally fami- 
liarize all your Circumitances to Him, and has gone thro' 
the various Viciſſitudes of this trantitory Lime; indeed his 
whole Abode upon Earth was intcrmingl'd with Sickne(- 
ies and Sufferings, and his Life was one continu'd Courſe 
of Tortures; He was oppreſs'd with your Guilt and Penal- 


* 


ty from his ſwadling Clothes to his fine linen wherein He 


was buried: and his laying down his Life for you was the 
laſt and moſt eminent Inſtance of his Pathon. 

If a Man died inſtead of a condemn'd Criminal, or if a 
King quitted his Throne, liv'd a poor, deſolate Lite, and 


at lait died for his Subjects, it would be but a very weak 


Inſtance of little Love in Compariſon of our Saviour, ho 
is the King of Kings and Lord of all; yet He left his ma- 
jeſtic Royalty, made an Interval in his Divinity, took 
Fleſh and died upon the Croſs to ſave his rebellious People. 
He ſo lov'd his human Creatures as to b-come one of them; 
and tho' He was their Creator, yet He took their Nature; 
He became their Surrogate and Subſtitute, and ſuffer'd the 
bitter Pangs of Death to ſave them from Death and in- 
ſure eternal Life to them. 

No Martyr ever endur'd fo painful a Death as the Sa- 
viour; for He bore the very Curle and Condemnation there- 
of; his Deatu was not only unnatural and untimcly, but 
alſo penal by the Law; becauſe He was made of a 1/ omar 
and made under the Law. Gal. iv. 4. Since He took on Him 


the Nature io He alſo bore the Puniſhment of ſinful Man; 


wherefore his was an accurſed Death: He was puniſh'd in 


Body, Soul and Spirit for the Diſobedience of his Creatures, 
and in his Death He felt the utmoſt Rigour of the Law; 
tho' He was a Son, yet He learn'd Obedience by the Things 
which He ſuffer'd; his Puniſhment was not mitigated, his 
Execution was not at all abated on Account of his being; 
the Son of God; but He paid the whaic Debt; tic 9 
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all the Chaſtiſement due to Sin, and thereby made Satif- 
faction for every human Being; He made a ſull Amends 
for all the Offences of Men, and thus is He the true Lighs 
and Salvation of every Man that cometh into the Morid, 
ohn 1. 9. | 
J 8 Saviour has by his Incarnation and Crucifixion 
8 al! Mankind; and He is their right Lord and 
roprietor; He has both by his Birth and Death appropriated 
every human Being as his own ; and all are obliged to ſur- 
render themſelves to Him and to be his. He claims you 
all, and if any would not give him his Property, it would 
be the greateſt Treaſon and Sacrilege. The condemning 
Sin now is when any will not ſubmit to our Saviour, but 
perſiſt in an unjuſt Detention and Witholding of themſelves 
from Him : Yea, who that is our Saviour's but would be 
aſham'd of having herctofore indulg'd a wilſul Reluctance 
and UnſubjeCtion ? | 


III. I am to ſpeak of the Reward which our Saviour 
has obtained both by his Incarnation and Paſſion, which is 
alſo by the Writer of this Epiſtle here expreſs'd by his being 
crowned with Glory and Honour. Though our Saviour is 
aſcended and repoſleſs'd of his divine Glory and Honour, 

et He awaits the Travail of his Soul and the full Harveſt 
of the ranſom'd who are the due Reward of his meri- 
torious Nativity and Deceaſe. Since our Saviour has ſtoop'd 
ſo low, and taken ſo much Pains to fave you, how can you 
do otherwiſe than give yourſelves to Him without Diſguiſe 
and without Referve ? Who can do otherwiſe than be 
amazed at the Trouble our Saviour has had to reſcue ſuch 
a worthleſs, undeſerving Creature as he feels himſelf to be? 
Therefore caſt yourſelves down at his Manger, and kiſs the 
Infant Jeſus, and be kiſs'd by Him into eternal Life. 

Whoſoever poſſeſſes the Babe born in Bethlehem enjoys 
ſuch unſpeakable Graces and Bleſſings for which he can never 
be thankful enough ; and yet theſe Enjoyments quicken an 
inſatiable Appetite after more; for all the Salutations and 
Embraces of the little Jeſus ever produce a ſtronger Attraction 
to Him and a cloſer Communion with Him, till his Children 
as if wrapt in his ſwadling Clothes and laid in his Manger 
enjoy a divorcelefs Connexion with Him. . 

| Yea, 
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Yea, by converſing with the Child Jeſus each can ac» 
quire the true Simplicity, and become a Child without 
which there is no entering into the Kingdom of Heaven; 
and when Perſons are therein already, their Childlikenets is 
maintained and their Happineſs ripened and conſummated 
only by converſing with Him. For we can and ought to 
remain his Children both in this and the next Lite, and not 
evaporate as Triflers and Players. 

Although our Saviour is adult, He ſtill retains the Inno— 
cence and Integrity of his Childhood; He has ſtill the *I'ruth 
and Love of his Infancy in Him; and even when He ex- 
pre on the Crois had no Malice nor Hatred againtt his 

nemies ; but pray'd his Father to forgive them; you can 
thercfore at his Croſs partake of his pure infantile Nature; 
you may in Spirit diſcern Him ſuffering Death for you, till 
you are ſavingly enamoured with Him. 

No one muſt look on the crucined Saviour as Ob;eQum 
Commiſerationis, for that would be a more cffectual Way 
to ſubvert and annihilate his Crucifixion and the Effects 
thereof than the bittereſt Enmity and the crueleſt Perfecu- 
tion. Our Saviour very well knew this, and therefore He 
denominated one of his favourite Apottles a Satan for com- 
paſſionating Him; and directy forbad the Daughters of Je- 
ruſalem condoling Him, when He was going to the Place 
of his Crucifixion . But you mult look upon the Saviour 
bleeding to Death for you as Objectum Amoris, who did 
and ſuffered ſo much for you, till you are enamour'd with 
Him, and your Hearts burn in Love to Him whole Heart 
burnt to Neath in Love to you. 

Since therefore your God has fo lov'd you as to die upon 
the Croſs for you, nothing ſhould be nearer and dearer to 
you than his Martyrdom ; you ought to receive Him with 
open Arms and Heart, and have Him with you through all 
Conditions of Life; and then how ſconc'd and variegated 
ſo:ver your viciſſitudes may be, you will continue happy in 
his Arms and Heart. Be and remain therefore poor Sin— 


ners at his Croſs, and continue communing with Him, 
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May his Inhumanation and Crucifixion be ſtill more dear to 
you, and familiarize thoſe Circumſtances which would be 
heavy to you; but ſince our Saviour has gone through the 
fame are not only rendered tolerable, but one can allo find 
a Bleſſing therein. 

This is a peculiar Grace, which thoſe who have attain'd 
are arriv'd to a certain Stature in Chriſtianity, wherein if 
they continue advancing they will quickly come to a Sta- 
tion, wherefrom though they view other chriſtian In- 
ſtitutions as not beyond their Comprehenſion, but the 
reſpect them for what they are, they will yet eſteem them- 
ſelves the leaſt of all. || 

Yea, you muſt be fo ingratiated with the crucified Jeſus 
as to leſs all your Happineſs in Him, not only occaſional, 
but allo abſolute; not only official, (both eccleſiolaſtic and 
domeſtic) but alſo ſabbatic ; not temporal only, but alſo 
eternal. If He had continued in the Greatneſs of his God- 
Head, you could have had no Acceſs to Him nor Correſpon- 
dence with Him ; but now He is become a Child, and has 
yielded up his Body, Soul and Spirit for you on Purpoſe 
to endear Himſelf to you, and to win your Hearts, you 
have free Liberty of approaching Him, and can be fo 
domeſtically near to Him as to have your preſent and future 
Felicity in Him. And you ſhould cleave to Him not only 
when ſtimulated by a burthenſome Neceſſity, but alſo of 
Choice and Freedom, ſo as even amidſt the moſt flouriſhing 
Poſſeſſions and compleateſt Situations to have Him nearcit 

our Hearts, and to acknowledge both in Profeſſion and 
Practice that the Boy born in Bethlehem Ephratah and ſlain 
on Golgotha is your only ſupreme Happineſs above all 
Comprehenſion and Compariſon. 


r 


— ” 


Mark ix. 35. 
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DISCOURSE IV. 


Delivered the ſame Year at LEMSTER in 
HEREFORDSHIRE. 


LUKE vii. 41. 42. 


There was a certain Creditor which had two 
Debtors : the ene owed five hundred Pence, and 
the other fifty. And when they had Nothing 
to pay, He frankly forgave them both. 


UR Saviour's Love to Sinners is verified and ex- 
emplified in many Examples in the New Teſtament, 
and particularly in this of a Creditor He appears moſt 
lovely and altogether amiable ; ſince herein is evidenced his 
free Acceptance of Sinners, and his full and abſolute Ac- 
uittance of them, whether more or leſs criminal. 
Although the Depravity of human Nature is ſuch that 
moſt Men ſooner uſe other Metheds, though ever ſo heavy 
and burthenſome to fave themſelves than be at once beholden 
to Jeſus for a free Pardon and gratuitous Salvation, and 
when they ſee Inſtances of his pardoning Grace and Mercy 
too frequently grudge and envy thoſe who are Partakers 
thereof, deeming our Saviour's Love Joſt and his Favour 
ill-bęſtowed on thoſe whom they eſteem undeſerving Ob- 
jects; yet our Saviour has by this Specimen of his free 
Grace preſcinded all ſuch Miſapprehenſions, and has de- 
monſtrated Himſelf fo liberal a Creditor that He receives 


all Debtors who come to Him, and upon their proving in- 


ſolvent, He totally diſcharges them from all their 1 
ow 
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how great and numerous ſoever they are. Accordingly 
I have here the three following Particulars to ſpeak of, 


I. The Creditor, 
II. The Debtors. 
III. His frankly forgiving them. 


I. As to the firſt of theſe, a Creditor is a Perſon who 
entruſts another with a Loan ; and according to this De- 
finition our Saviour is the univerſal Creditor of all Man- 
kind. He it is to whom all are indebted for their preſent 
and future Happineſs: when He created Man, He made 
him in his awn Image and Likeneſs; He formed him in 
Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs * ; this was a ſacred De- 

ſitum, which if Man had maintained He would ever 
hve continu'd happy. Yet when this firſt Grace was 
ſquander'd away, our Saviour ſtill entruſted the Gentiles 
with a Conſciouſneſs of good and evil, their Conſcience 
bearing them Witneſs, and their Thoughts mean while ac- 
cuſing or elſe excuſiug one another + : and to the Jews Hz 
committed the Oracles ef God F. Hence both Jews and 
Gentiles were indebted to Him for his Love, and were under 
an indiſpenſable Obligation of Gratitude and Obeiſance. 

And fince the ſacred Writings all teſtified of his coming 
in the Fleſh, and continually inculcated his Incarnation 
and Crucifixion as the laſt Plan of Operations which He 
would uſe for the eternal Recovery of Men, this render'd 
thoſe divine Pandects a Treaſure of unſpeakable Value, a 
Truſt of the higheſt Importance: this therefore ſhew'd 
that He put. great Confidence in the People He depoſited 
them with, and from whom alſo He expected a ſuitable 
Return. 

Indeed our Saviour is every Man's Creditor, inaſmuch 
as He has given all Men their Exiſtence, Life, Health 
and all preſent Bleſſings; and all human Beings are in- 
debted to Him for their Creation and Preſervation, ſo that 
even thoſe who do not yet own Him as their Redeemer, 
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Gen. i. 26, 27. Eph. iv. 24. + Rom. ii. 15. 
4 Rom. iii. 2. | | 
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are however already oblig'd to acknowledge Him as their 
Creator, and to love, thank and praiſe Him accordingly. 

But now once in the End of the World our Saviour hath 
appeared to put away Sin by the Sacrifice of | Himſelf *, and 
hereby has render'd every human Creature his Debtor, 
He has a Demand upon all Mankind; He claims all, and 
would have all Men be his, as the only Recompence they 


can make Him for his meritorious Paſhon and Death. H- 


is the Propitiation for our Sins: and not for ours only, but 
alſo fur the Sins of the whole world +. He has made a full, 
perfect and ſufficient Sacrifice, Oblation and Satisfaction 
for you; He has aton'd for all your Offences, and has 
paid off all your Debts by dying for you on the Crots. 
Have you bcen ignorant of Him and neglected Him as 
your Creator and Preſerver? The Times of this Ignorance 
God winked at, but now commandeth all Men every where to 
come to his S Feſus Chrift , ſince He has bcen offer'd to 
bear their Sins, and He is the only Creditor that ever Jaid 
down his Lite tor his Debtors. 


TI. I am now to ſpeak of the Debtors : Sins are Debts, 
and Sinners are Debtors ; wherefore our Lord has taught 
us to pray, forgive us our Debts, Matt. vi. 12. And in 
the Text before us He has thus ſpecified the different 
Debts of his Debtors, the one ow'd he hundred pence, and 
the other fifty ; when any Men think themſelves little Sin- 
ners and imagine they are leſs Offenders than others, and 
expreſs their N by declaring they are not fo bad 
as their Neighbours, but affrm they have done more ex- 


ternal Good and leſs external Evil than many do, and. 


that they pay all Perſons their due, and practiſe certain 
exterior Formalities and ceremonious Modes, tbis is a 
clear Demonſtration of the Inſenſibility and Deadneſs of 
ſuch Men's Hearts, and a plain Confeſſion that they feel 
little or no Need at all of a Saviour; nor will ſuch People 
ſo long as they conceit they have ſo many ſpecious Virtues 
in them be willing to be rank'd with Bankrupts who muſt 
accept of Abſolution freely at their Creditor's Hands. 
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Whoſoever looks into his Heart and ſees his inward 
Corruption, Miſery and Helpleſlneſs will feel enough to 
be aſham'd of and to condemn himlelf for and to lay Him 
low in the Duſt before the Saviour's pierc'd Feet for a 
Pardon; ſuch a one need not commit Sin outwardly to 
make himſelf a poor Sinner; he will find enough in his 
fallen Nature to accuſe and convict himſelf of, and can 
be both a Witneſs and a Judge againſt himſeli, and will 
upon Account of his innate 'T urpitude and Sinfulneſs be 
induc'd to own if a Sentence of eternal Condemnation 
was pronounc'd againſt him, it would be no more than 
his inward Apoſtacy, Demerit and Iniquity deſerve, Of 
this the original Stain and Pollution of every one's Nature 
may convince him, when he is duly ſenſible thereof; and 
the Plague of Sin which has infected the whole human 
Soul and Body, together with all the Faculties of the one 
and all the Members of the other, does ever afford awaken'd 
Hearts an Occaſion of Bluſhing, Conſternation and Selt- 
abaſcment. | 

Who then would ſcruple and heſitate at reckoning him- 
ſelf a Debtor that owes five hundred Pence? Who can 
tell how oft he offendeth? Who that is acquainted with 
the Contagion of his Heart, the Vanity of his Thoughts, 
the Luſtfulneſs of his Fleſh and the Badneſs of his Life 
and Actions will refuſe being reckon'd the greateit Debtor ? 
Yea, every one Who thoroughly knows his Ruin and 
Wretchedneſs will count himſelf he chief of Sinners“; 
and ſuch our Saviour receives moſt adily: the more Sin- 
ners you are the more eb. you may come to 
Him, and may be the more aſſur'd of Acceptance with 
Him and of finding Grace and Favour in his Preſence. 

All Debtors therefore may and ought to come to-Him 
for their full and free Diſcharge ; and-every one is indebted 
to Him for his Creation and Preſervation ; but chiefly one 
is oblig'd to acknowledge ones ſelf eternally in Debt to 
Him for his Work of Redemption ; hereby He has made 
poor Sinners his Debtors in an unſpeakable Meaſure ; and 
indeed not all our Debts and Treſpaſſes againſt the Law, 
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nor the whole Catalogue of Crimes againſt the Com- 
mandments render us to grievous and diſpleaſing to Him 
as when we have long neglected and lighted his great 
Salvation; this therefore ſhould give us the moſt Diſguſt 
and Diſpleaſure with ourſelves, and might alſo render us 
moſt criminal and obnoxious to Him ; yet He makes no 
Exceptions when the Debtors come before Him ; He 
neither upbraids them with the Number nor Heinouſneſs 
of their Crimes, but forgives the Debtor of five hundred 
Pence and him of fifty with the ſame Liberality and Gra- 
tuitouſneſs ; and this is now the third Thing to be ſpoken 
of, 

III. And when they had Nothing to pay, He frankly for- 
gave them both. Whoſoever will accept of a Pardon frank- 
Iy, certainly obtains it; every one who is ſo poor and 
_ that He has Nothing, and can neither give nor 
proffer any Thing either as an Equivalent Value or even 
as a partial Price for his Diſcharge, but confeſſes himſelf 
quite unable to pay the leaſt towards it, gains a total Re- 
miſſion gratis. This is an Act of free Grace in the Cre- 
ditor, who delights in abſolving his infolvent Debtors 
gratuitouſly, and thus entirely deſerves and juſtly claims 
all the Glory and Praiſe of ſuch an unmerited Amneſty. 

In Fact our Saviour is both Creditor and Surety, Hebr, 
vii. 22, He is the Bondſman of his People : and this is 
the Cauſe of his pardoning them ſo freely. He has taken 
the whole Debt upon Himſelf, and has paid it all off; all 
the Sins of Men were charg'd upon Him ; He bore the 
Debts of all the World; both original and actual Sins 
were plac'd to his Account, and He by dying on the 
Croſs made a full Payment of them all; He ſatisfied for 
the Crimes of the firſt Man, and aton'd for the Treſpaſſes 
of all his Poſterity. He has given Himſelf a Sacrifice for 
you, and has made Amends for all your Faults ; all your 
Sins were laid upon Him, and He has bore the Curſe and 
Penalty of them; He has by his Death made a full Re- 
compence for your Iniquities, and procur'd you a perfect 
and compleat Indemniiication : in his bleeding Wounds 
all your Offences were buried, and ſhall no more be re- 
member*d againſt you. When He was ſlain upon the 
Tree the Blood that flow'd from his Head, Heart, Hands 


and 
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and Feet blotted out all your Tranſgreſſions, and obtics- 
rated the whole Catalogue of your Offences ; He has 
waſh'd away all your Breaches of the Law, He has ex- 
pung'd all your Violations of the Goſpel, and has fully 
eras'd all your Miſdemeanours both againſt God and your 
Neighbours, and has totally abſolv'd you from all your 
Vices, and has abſolutely eradicated all your Miſdeeds in 
Thought, Word and Work now, henceforth and for eve: 
and ever. 
Never therefore was ſuch a Creditor as Jeſus, who had 
the Debts of all his Debtors imputed to Him, and diſ- 
charg'd them at the Expence of his own Heart's Blood : 
thus He has wip'd away all your Crimes ; He has paid 
oft the whole Bill, has cancell'd the Bond and annihilated 
the Handwriting that was againſt you, and has ſeal'd your 
Pardon eternally ſecure. You have therefore only to ac- 
cept his Act of Grace, that his free Remiſſion may have 
its Effect and his Abſolution be realiz'd in you. And each 
one may juſtly be humbPd for having fo long indolently 
neglected and wiltully reſiſted his pardoning Mercy ; this 
may afford all of you an Occaſion of Bluſhing and Shame- 
fac dneſs before your Creditor, who is alſo your Surety 
and may excite you to admire his Goodneſs, that He is 
{til loving, mercitul and gracious towards you, and will 
frankly forgive and entirely forget all your Miſbehaviou? 
towards Him, and ſet you quite free. You have ſtood 
out againſt Him as long as you could, and would not have 
come to Him at all, if you could poſſibly have fav'd your- 
felves without Him; therefore He is not beholden to you, 
but you are beholden to Him for his fpeedy Admiſſion of 
vou to his Favour, his ready Acceptance of you and his 
full, final and irreverſible Acquittance of you. Since 
therefore you have reſiſted our Saviour as long as you could, 
and lighted the Intimations, Vocations, Suggeſtions and 
Motions of his Spirit as much as you dar'd, and Nothing 
but the abſolute Impoſſibility of being ſav'd any other Way 
has ſtrictly neceſſitated you to flee to Him, and He is ſtil} 
ſo abundantly kind and good as to accept you, you ought 
to bow before his Mercy-Seat, and receive his Pardon on 
our Knees, and believe you can never in Time nor Eter- 
nity thank Him enough for it. 
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